2013-2014 PRE-REQUISITE SUMMER READING

Advanced Placement Literature & Composition

This year’s summer assignments are tied together by shared qualities of depth and brevity.  The total page count of the assigned reading is less than a third of what it has been in past years yet these works will require a close, thoughtful initial reading followed by (at least) re-readings of selected passages throughout.  So the overall work load should be consistent with past years.  As you read, keep in mind my expectation that you will be spending significantly more time and thought per page assigned than you are most likely used to doing.

There are two books you will need for these assignments:  Dubliners by James Joyce and Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro.  Please obtain your own copy of Never Let Me Go.  You may borrow of copy of Dubliners from me, however, purchasing your own copy will allow you to mark in the margins of the text which will be helpful as you read and, later on, when you are reviewing and writing about the work.

The assignments below may be done in any order.  They should be complete and ready to turn in on the first day of school.  All work must be according to MLA guidelines:  typed, double-spaced, and in 12-point Garamond font (which uses 27% less ink than Times New Roman—let’s be as green as possible).  
Assignment #1:  Poetry

The purpose of this assignment is to read a wide variety of poems with the goal of answering the essential question “What is quality poetry?” Please use the online Poetry Out Loud anthology to aid you in selecting poems (poetryoutloud.org).  We will be competing in the National Poetry Out Loud recitation contest in the fall, and this anthology will give you an introduction to just some of many talented poets.  

From the many poems you read, select five “favorite” poems that you really like or find appealing/interesting/stimulating.  Strive for five poems that are different from each other:   different centuries, different authors, and different forms.  Include a copy of each poem along with the author’s name.  For each poem, write a journal entry in which you answer the following questions: 

1. Why did you select this poem? What is appealing/interesting/relevant to you? 

2. What do you think the poem means? 

3. What do you notice about rhyme, form, and poetic devices? 

4. What interests/intrigues you about the way the language is used in this poem? 

5. What makes you think this is a quality poem? 

Your journal entry should be an individual response to each poem.  Please do not consult other people’s views on the poem.  Your journal entry should be 1-2 pages. 

Assignment #2:  Short-Fiction

Read Dubliners by James Joyce, a collection of stories about ordinary people living in Dublin, Ireland.  As you read, pick out ten key passages tied to a major theme in the work and comment on their individual significance to their particular story.  There are fifteen stories so not all stories need to have a key passage; you may also have more than one passage for an individual story, however, do not focus too heavily on one particular story.
Divide a sheet of paper in half lengthwise.  On the left side, put the relevant passages from the collection.  On the right side, provide specific commentary explaining exactly how that passage relates to the idea you have selected.  Be thorough. At the top of the page, indicate in a word or short phrase the theme.  Leave space for a sentence underneath. (Sample shown below)
After you have finished the novel and collected and commented on a substantial number of passages, write a sentence out that sums up the theme more fully.  Be sure to express it as a complete thought but do not express this theme as a cliché or any other familiar saying.

To help get you started, consider ideas such as paralysis, religion, death, corruption/contamination, adventurous/romantic longing, or betrayal.
Then, in a page and a half to two page paper, explain how the ten passages selected all show some unified theme or element that ties the stories together.
Assignment #3:  Contemporary Fiction

Read Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro.  
As you read, consider any major idea in Never Let Me Go, and trace its development through the novel.  Just as you did with Dubliners, divide a sheet of paper in half lengthwise.  On the left side, put the relevant passages from the novel.  On the right side, provide specific commentary explaining exactly how that passage relates to the idea you have selected.  Be thorough. At the top of the page, indicate in a word or short phrase the theme.  Leave space for a sentence underneath. (Sample shown below)   

After you have finished the novel and collected and commented on a substantial number of passages, write a sentence out that sums up the theme more fully.  Be sure to express it as a complete thought but do not express this theme as a cliché or any other familiar saying.

To help get you started, consider ideas such as fate and free will, art and culture, identity, passivity, dreams/hopes/plans, freedom and confinement, or conformity.
Finally, I want you to come up with the two most important questions we should discuss as a class regarding this novel.  List the questions, along with an explanation of why each question is significant.  Then, in a page or two, answer one of your questions.
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I have also included a copy of the Senior Project Handbook.  This assignment will be completed by the end of the fall semester.  Since most of the project will be done outside of class, I encourage you to complete as much of your project as possible during the summer.  A digital version of the handbook will also be available on our school website if you need additional log sheets.
If you have any problems or concerns that I can help you with over the summer, you can contact me via e-mail.  My e-mail is shanson@haywood.k12.nc.us.  

Enjoy your summer and happy reading!  
