HAYWOOD COUNTY SCHOOLS

HIGH SCHOOL DIFFERENTIATED EDUCATION PLAN

ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSE

NAME OF COURSE:  Advanced Placement English Literature and Composition

GRADE OFFERED:  12

SCHOOL:  Tuscola High
PREREQUISITES:  Advanced English III
CRITERIA FOR ENROLLMENT:

1.  For consideration for acceptance:  54+ Verbal PSAT/540+ Verbal SAT, at least a B in 

Advanced English III, and in-class completion of application assessment.  In the event that more applicants meet the requirements than there are seats in the class, review of the application assessment and overall academic performance (as evidenced by class rank) will be looked at.
2.  Students who meet the qualifications in #1 above, with the exception of the PSAT/SAT Verbal 

score requirement, may still apply for admission to the course and will be admitted if space allows.

3.  Students must have a strong desire to improve reading, speaking, critical thinking, and 

particularly writing skills.

4.  Students must complete an extensive summer reading program.
5.  Students must complete the necessary application forms.

6. Students must commit to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam in May.
WAYS IN WHICH CONTENT AND INSTRUCTION ARE MODIFIED FOR HIGH-ACHIEVING AND GIFTED STUDENTS:

1.  Frequent writing assignments

2.  College-level expectations regarding study habits, initiative, commitment, and quality of 

work.

3.  Steady load of challenging reading:  prose, poetry, and drama

4.  Students will be required to take the AP English Literature and Composition exam in May

OTHER INFORMATION:

1.  There will be a mandatory meeting after school in room B-1 in May for those students accepted in
the class.  This meeting will clarify expectations and students will pick up their summer reading assignment.  Students need to listen for the announcement.  

2.  If students or parents have any questions, please contact Mr. Robles (rrobles@haywood.k12.nc.us).
TEACHER SIGNATURE:  ____________________________________________

AP English Literature and Composition Description, Requirements, and Application

The Advanced Placement English course features challenging reading assignments along with an emphasis on analytical writing and reading.  Students are to learn how to look deeper into all mediums of literature (novels, poetry, drama, etc.) and explain how a piece of literature works, not just what it means.  In order to cover the material needed to do well on the AP exam and meet the requirements for graduation, there will be a lot of out-of-class work, including reading and/or writing assignments during the summer prior to the year and during breaks from school.  Because of the difficulties of this class, AP English carries a two-quality point bonus (an A is worth 6 points, rather than 4, for calculating GPA).  The class also carries a requirement that all enrolled students take the AP English exam offered in May of each year.  In the event that the exam is not taken, the student’s grades would revert to a 4-point class scale.
A complete course description and additional information about the exam can be obtained at apcentral.collegeboard.org.

By signing below, you indicate that you, both student and parent(s), understand the challenges and requirements of this class.

If you have any questions, please contact one of us (email: rrobles@haywood.k12.nc.us).

Current English class:  _______________________

First semester grade in that class: _______________

Highest Verbal SAT/PSAT score received: ________

____________________________________________

__________________

 Student Signature






Date

____________________________________________

__________________

Parent Signature






Date




***Please return this form to the Guidance Office***

If applicable, please check the following:

_____ I elect for my child not to receive direct AIG services in English/Math (circle one) for the fall/spring (circle one) semester of the ______________________________ year.

                                                                                (example: 2008 – 2009)

Summer Assignments 2012

AP Literature/Robles


There are two parts of summer reading this year.  The purpose of the first part is to prepare you to not only begin with a better understanding of how to read literature, but to also provide you with a foundation to understand allusions writers make. We will use these reading selections throughout the year in discussion and analyzation.  The second section is to provide us with a starting point to begin learning how to analyze literature.  I would encourage reading all of the allusion selections first, so that you can pick up on more as you are reading the two novels.  

On the first day of school in the fall, you will begin a test on the summer reading selections.  All three selections of the reading from the “Allusion” section and one of the novels will be on this test.  This test will count five times towards your grade for the first grading period, so make sure you have read all selections carefully.  After the test is finished, we will discuss both novels, so come prepared with insight into these novels.  During these first discussions, we will be reviewing and explaining expectations for how seminars will go this year.  

If needed, you can stop by before the end of the school year and check out copies of most of these books.  The Bible can be found for free in some form either on the internet or on phone apps/e-readers.  
Allusion selections:

Selections from the Bible:

Old Testement

Genesis: Chapters 1-4, 6-9, 11

Exodus: Chapters 13-14, 19-20

New Testament:

Book of Revelations: Chapters 1, 4-9, 12-22

Many pieces of literature allude to stories told in the Bible.  These selections cover many of the most alluded stories from the bible.

Edith Hamilton’s Mythology
All origin stories or mythological tales are fair game when writers try to allude to stories that are thought to be “well-known” throughout the world.  Therefore, this book succinctly sums up most tales in Greek and Roman mythologies, while still having a part dedicated to the Norse gods.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor: a Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines 

by Tomas C Foster

Many of you already read closely and pick up on hidden meanings in text, but this book should still help you get used to the way we will be looking at literature over the next year.  I highly suggest reading this one last from this section, as it does deal with a lot of allusions from the other two selections and you may find it more useful to have the other stories fresh in your mind.

Novels:

Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin
Other information for summer:

Some of you took part in the Poetry Out Loud competition this year.  The class will be given an assignment for poetry recitation during the first month and a half of the next year.  The poem will need to come from the list of accepted poems for Poetry Out Loud.  The poem will need to be at least of sonnet length (14 lines) and will need to be recited in front of the class.  I know that some people have problems getting in front of crowds, but one method of combating that fear is to know your poem well.  I’m going on and letting you know this assignment ahead of time so that if you wish, you may begin work on memorizing over the summer instead of having to worry as much about it when you come in after the summer.  For a complete list of poems, you can go to poetryoutloud.org (just make sure if you do work on one, that it is at least 14 lines long).

If you have any questions about summer reading or the class, please feel free to contact me through email (rrobles@haywood.k12.nc.us).  When doing this, please keep in mind it is summer and I will not be checking my work email everyday, but I will do my best to check throughout the weeks for any questions and/or concerns.  I will see you in August.
