Send me an email to introduce yourself! I will make a contact list and let you know any important info over the summer!

Advanced Placement English Language and 
Composition

Summer Assignments 2011-2012
Part I:

There are three works that you should read before school starts:
· The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

· The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck

· The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

*FYI: There will be a test that covers these three novels on one of the first days of class. Make sure that you start reading early in the summer so that you don’t have any trouble getting through all three! Also, making notes as you read will make reviewing the novel MUCH easier!

*Testing Tip: Test questions will challenge you to be a thoughtful, insightful reader, so make sure you are engaged as you read!

Part II:
Step 1: You should choose ONE of the three works as your focus novel.

Step 2: Develop a question about your chosen novel. Some example questions might be:

· What does the novel say about the importance of family? (thematic focus)

· How does the main character change from the beginning to the end? (character focus)

· What is the significance of the color white? (symbolic focus)

· What external conflicts contribute to the story’s development? (plot focus)

· What role does the setting play in the novel? (setting focus)

· Why does the narrative point of view vary? (narrative focus)

· How do the author’s syntactical choices affect the story’s portrayal? (style focus)

These are just a few example questions you might ask while reading a novel. Obviously, every question does not apply to every novel – just ask a question that you find interesting and worth answering!
Step 3: Email me with your focus question to get it approved. 

By July 15th – A

     August 1st – B
     one week before school – C.

bsanderson@haywood.k12.nc.us
Step 4: Gather evidence from the novel that will help you answer your question. Record specific places from the novel that address your question. You should have at least 10 different quotations/sections. The more evidence you have, the better off you’ll be!

Part III:

Much of our time in English Language and Composition class will be devoted to making an argument in the most convincing way possible.

Step 1: Complete the two handouts. These will help you focus on important aspects of persuasive writing/speaking. (Copies of this handout are on file in the office.)

Step 2: You will write and give a persuasive speech. For this assignment, you have complete control over all rhetorical aspects – 

· Choose a subject, an occasion, an audience, a purpose, and a role for yourself as the speaker. (SOAPS)

· Ex. SOAPS
· S = school calendar, O = school board meeting to vote on school calendar, A = school board members, P = convince school board to take away spring break, S = parent of high school student
Once you’ve chosen your rhetorical situation (SOAPS), you will write a speech that makes an argument (this is your purpose). Remember to write from the viewpoint you’ve chosen and address the audience you’ve selected – consider what will be most convincing to this particular group of people when choosing your support. Refer back to your handouts, or send me an email if you’re unsure.

Step 3: Deliver your speech to the class. You are not required to memorize your speech, but you should practice your speech several times before your classroom delivery!

Speech Requirements:

Typed, Times New Roman, 12-point font

Center your title; name and date in upper right corner

2 to 4 pages in length, double spaced

Indicate your SOAPS – write on back of final page of document
Include a bibliography if you use sources as support (MLA formatting)

Grade Break-down for Summer Assignments:

Summer Reading Test = counts 3x

Focus Question Emailed/Approved = counts 1x

Gathered Evidence for Focus Question (at least 10 different noted sections) = counts 2x

Completed Handouts = counts 1x

Speech = counts 3x
