Summer Assignments 2011
AP Literature/Robles


The purpose of the summer reading this year is to prepare you to not only begin with a better understanding of how to read literature, but to also provide you with a foundation to understand allusions writers make. We will use these reading selections throughout the year in discussion and analyzation.  On the first day of school in the fall, you will have a test on the three mandatory reading selections.

Mandatory reading selections:

Selections from the Bible:

Old Testement

Genesis: Chapters 1-4, 6-9, 11

Exodus: Chapters 13-14, 19-20

New Testament:

Book of Revelations: Chapters 1, 4-9, 12-22

Many pieces of literature allude to stories told in the Bible.  These selections cover many of the most alluded stories from the bible.
Edith Hamilton’s Mythology
All origin stories or mythological tales are fair game when writers try to allude to stories that are thought to be “well-known” throughout the world.  Therefore, this book succinctly sums up most tales in Greek and Roman mythologies, while still having a part dedicated to the Norse gods.

How to Read Literature Like a Professor: a Lively and Entertaining Guide to Reading Between the Lines 

by Tomas C Foster

Many of you already read closely and pick up on hidden meanings in text, but this book should still help you get used to the way we will be looking at literature over the next year.  I highly suggest reading this one last, as it does deal with a lot of allusions from the other two selections and you may find it more useful to have the other stories fresh in your mind.

 Suggested reading:

1984 by George Orwell

Many of you have already read 1984 by George Orwell.  This novel usually comes up in a lot of discussions throughout the year and can still be used on the AP exam at the end of the year, so if you haven’t read or don’t remember the novel, I suggest reading or re-reading this novel.
Some of you took part in the Poetry Out Loud competition this year.  The class will be given an assignment for poetry recitation during the first month and a half of the next year.  The poem will need to come from the list of accepted poems for Poetry Out Loud.  The poem will need to be at least of sonnet length (14 lines) and will need to be recited in front of the class.  I know that some people have problems getting in front of crowds, but one method of combating that fear is to know your poem well.  I’m going on and letting you know this assignment ahead of time so that if you wish, you may begin work on memorizing over the summer instead of having to worry as much about it when you come in after the summer.  For a complete list of poems, you can go to poetryoutloud.org (just make sure if you do work on one, that it is at least 14 lines long).
