
Bethel

Middle School
STUDENT-PARENT HANDBOOK

2015-2016

630 S onom aR oad
W aynesville,N C 28786

T elephone:646-3442
FAX N um ber:648-6259

http://bm s.hayw ood.k12.nc.us

T hisschoolagendabelongsto:

N am e ________________ Grade:_____

“W orkingT ogetherforS tudentS uccess”



WELCOME

W elcom e to Beth elMiddle Sch ool. W e are look ing forward to

anoth er wonderfulsch oolyear. Beth elh as always m aintained a

strong sense of com m unity pride. It is our responsibility to assure

th at future generations h ave a great place to live and go to sch ool.

If we work togeth er, wonderfulth ings willh appen.

Th is h andbook h as been publish ed to clarify questions for students

and parents. Th e assignm ent pages are designed to h elp students

k eep up with th e ever- increasing dem ands of learning. Parents and

teach ers can also use th e book to enh ance com m unication between

h om e and sch ool.Allparents are encouraged to look at and utiliz e

th is agenda as a vitalpart of parent/teach er com m unication on a

daily basis.

O ur adm inistration, faculty and staff are com m itted to providing an

environm ent wh ere allstudents find th eir purpose, realiz e th eir

worth , and reach th eir fullpotentialby engaging in positive learning

experiences th at willfoster confident, self - directed, lifelong

learners.

Join us in our focus on creating an environm ent for our students

wh ere allcan work togeth er for th e benefit of your ch ild and th e

entire sch oolpopulation.Let us k now if you don’t experience a

positive, professional, and problem - solving approach wh en work ing

with any Beth elMiddle Sch oolstaff m em ber.If you h ave concerns

or issues at any point, please contact th e sch ool.

You can expect for Beth elMiddle Sch oolstaff m em bers to return

your calls/or em ails with in 48 business h ours. H owever, every

effort willbe m ade to respond with in 24 business h ours. If you do

not receive a teach er response to a callor em ailwith in 48 h ours,

please contact th e assistant principal/principal.



ATTENDANCE, MEMBERSHIP AND COURSE CREDIT

Reference: Board Policy 4400

Th e H aywood County Sch ools Attendance Policy states th at

students m ust be in attendance in sch oolfor a m inim um of 165 days

to be eligible for prom otion. In order to be counted present for th e

sch oolday, a student m ust be in attendance for at least one- h alf of

th e day (11:30 ). Students are responsible for obtaining m ak e- up

work from teach ers. Prior approvalfrom principalis required for

students absent from sch ooldue to out- of- town trips. Any absences

(excused or un- excused), wh ich exceed 15 days, could result in grade

retention and/or attendance Saturday/sum m er sch ool.Five (5)

tardies or early ch eck outs willequalone (1) lawfulabsence

regardless of th e reason. A copy of th is policy is available in th e

sch ooloffice or online at www.h aywood.k 12.nc.us under Policies.

Students m ust provide eith er a note from h om e or from th e doctor,

if a doctor visit occurred, on th e first day back after being absent.

W e ask th at you provide a doctor’s excuse after each visit to th e

doctor or dentist. Students sh allh ave two (2) sch ooldays to

com plete assignm ents m issed from th e first absence, four (4) sch ool

days to com plete assignm ents m issed from two consecutive

absences, and one (1) calendar week to com plete assignm ents m issed

during th ree (3) to five (5) consecutive days.

To communicate effectively, all transportation changes and

messages for the day must be received prior to 2:30. To ensure

th e safety of our students upon dism issalth ere willbe NO

ch eck outs after 2:30 .

Teach ing tim e is valuable and im portant to both teach er and

students. W e respectfully ask you to not ask us to callstudents out

of class to talk to you in person or on th e ph one, but rath er give us

th e m essage or th e item and we willget it to th e student at th e

appropriate tim e. W h en we tak e students out of th e classroom ,



th ey m iss valuable instructionaltim e th at requires th e teach er to

stop instruction and reteach wh at your student m issed.

Attendance for ath letic eligibility is a separate policy.

BLACKBOARD CONNECT5 (Rapid Notification Service)

H aywood County Sch ools and Beth elMiddle Sch oolwillcontinue

using a rapid notification service. Th is service willcallyour h om e,

cellph one, text, or em ailwith pertinent sch oolinform ation such as

weath er related announcem ents, sch oolannouncem ents and

em ergency inform ation if needed. W h en you receive th ese calls

expect a sh ort delay before th e announcem ent begins. For parents

to receive th ese im portant m essages it is vitalth at allph ones

num bers rem ain current.

CUSTODY OF A CHILD

Reference: Board Policy 4210

If a parent is separated, divorced or is legalguardian of a ch ild, you

m ust h ave a copy of your ch ild's custody papers on file in th at

ch ild's records in th e office.

INSURANCE

Reference: Board Policy 4220

Sch oolinsurance is available for sch ool- day coverage and/or 24- h our

coverage. W e urge you to consider th ese plans. Ath letes m ust

purch ase sch oolinsurance if parent/guardian does not h ave

coverage.

ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE OF STUDENTS

**Sch oolwillopen each m orning at 7:20 a.m .for students arriving on

th e first buses. Doors willbe lock ed untilth at tim e. Parents are

ask ed not to drop students off prior to 7:20 a.m ., as th ere is no one

on duty to supervise.



**Car riders are to be dropped off and pick ed up in front of th e

gym , entering near th e Ch urch , circling th rough th e blue lines, and

exiting by th e cafeteria.Please do not drop your ch ild off on th e

sidewalk on Sonom a Road.

**Students are ask ed to report prom ptly to th e cafeteria if arriving

before 7:50 in th e m orning. Students m ay get break fast in th e

cafeteria at th at tim e if desired.

**Classes begin at 8:0 0 a.m . Students wh o arrive after 8:0 0 a.m .

willbe counted tardy and m ust be signed in by a parent or guardian.

**Parents m ust report to th e m ain office to ch eck out th eir ch ild.

Parent or guardian MUST provide consent to allow oth er individuals

to ch eck out h is/h er ch ild.

**Students m ust h ave parentalperm ission to travelh om e in any way

oth er th an th e assigned one.

**Buses and car riders willdepart at 2:55 p.m .

**Buses on icy roads - Roads th at are not run in th e A.M.because of

icy conditions willnot be run in th e P.M.

COUNSELING/STUDENT SERVICES

Reference: Board Policy 3610

Th e counselor is available to h elp you and your ch ild h ave a

successfulsch oolyear. Anytim e you are concerned about your ch ild,

i.e.drastic ch anges in beh avior, grades, etc., please callto discuss

your concerns. Parents and students are encouraged to visit th e

counseling center for inform ation, resources and/or referrals.

Th ere is also a part- tim e sch oolnurse and a part- tim e socialwork er

on staff to assist students wh en a need arises.

TECHNOLOGY RESPONSIBLE USE

Reference: Board Policy 4312/3225/7320/4318

Th is policy requires students and parents to sign th e com puter

“Acceptable Use Policy” before students willbe allowed to

participate in an activity th at uses th e internet for assignm ents.



Students are perm itted to possess personal, electronic devices on

sch oolproperty.Th ese devices m ay be used during th e sch oolday

with perm ission from a teach er or adm inistrator for an activity

related to learning.Inappropriate use of electronic devices willnot

be tolerated.If a student fails to adh ere to th e policy, th e device

willbe tak en and turned in to th e office.Th e teach er willth en

notify th e parent and th e device willbe available for parent pick up

in th e office.

BMS is NO T responsible for th e care of th ese devices, nor willbe

h eld accountable for any dam ages, loss, or oth er illuse th at m ay

occur to students’personalitem s, including, but not lim ited to, cell

ph ones, iPods, iPads, tablets, etc.

Students wh o use a teach er’s classroom tech nology m ust follow th e

classroom rules regarding appropriate use and return of electronic

devices, wh ich also includes allaccessories attach ed to th ese

devices, such as power cords and h eadph ones.

MANAGEMENT OF STUDENT BEHAVIOR

Reference: Board Policy 4310/4315

Beth elMiddle Sch ool’s Positive Beh avior Intervention and Supports

(PBIS) willlead to a population of young adults wh o are better

prepared to m eet a future society th at is m ore dem anding, m ore

diverse and perh aps m ore difficult th an any our world h as k nown.

Classroom m anagem ent is designed to teach students socially

acceptable standards and guidelines for th eir beh avior. It allows

adm inistrators and teach ers to m onitor and guide students in

h ealth y, nurturing and accountable ways. It requires th at students

are responsible for th eir actions and h eld accountable for th e

decisions th at th ey m ak e. In doing so, th ey are actively and

appropriately engaged in preparing for allof life. It is essential

th at we h ave th e support of parents and th e com m unity. W e m ust

work togeth er to m eet th e needs of our ch ildren.



BMS School Standard: I AM RESPO NSIBLE FO R ALLMY

ACTIO NS.

 I am responsible for treating m yself, oth ers and sch ool

property with respect.

 I am responsible for com ing to class on tim e with necessary

m aterials, prepared to learn.

 I am responsible for conducting m yself in a m anner as to

prom ote learning for oth ers and m yself.

 I am responsible for following directions

MAJOR OFFENSES: Th e following item s are exam ples of m ajor

offenses and willnot be tolerated. Th ese include but are not lim ited

to:

 weapons

 figh ting

 th eft of property

 drugs, alcoh oland tobacco

 assault on any adult or student eith er verbalor ph ysical

 sexualh arassm ent

 disrespect to auth ority

 additionalacts as defined by Sch oolBoard and state statutes.

 com m unicating th reats to h arm (figh ting, use of weapon, etc.)

Board Policy # 4431

 sexualbeh aviors

 cutting class

Consequence: Reported to office ASAP. Suspension and/or legal

action as deem ed necessary and based upon Sch oolBoard Policy and

state statutes. A parent conference is required prior to

reinstatem ent.

CAMPUS OFFENSES: (including classroom , h all, restroom s,

com m ons and cafeteria, plus allsch oolsponsored events such as

ath letic activities, dances/socialand field trips)

 running, push ing and/or h orseplay

 vulgarity, cursing, obscene gestures, sexualh arassm ent



 sh outing, scream ing or disruptive noises

 tardy

 th rowing, spitting or sh ooting objects

 possession of aerosolcontainers or perfum e containers

 wearing h ats of any nature inside of a building

 public display of affection (no h andh olding, k issing, arm s around

body,h ugging, etc.)

 clim bing in bath room

 banging on walls or awning

PBIS: Each teach er willh ave rules and consequences for beh avior

called Positive Beh avior Intervention and Supports, developed by th e

Departm ent of Public Instruction, posted in th e classroom .

Students willreceive a copy of th is Discipline Plan, wh ich willbe

signed by th e students and th e parents ack nowledging th at th ey

h ave seen th e docum ent.

Consequence: W h en th e classroom guidelines are not adh ered to,

th e Discipline Plan provided by (PBIS) willbe followed.After all

attem pts by th e teach er h ave been exh austed in correcting th e

student’s beh avior, including parent contact, th e student willbe

given an Adm inistrative Referral. Students wh o are assigned In-

Sch oolSuspension (ISS) willbe expected to do regular classroom

assignm ents wh ile th ere. If a student refuses or ch ooses not to

com plete h is/h er work , additionalISS or lunch detention willbe

assigned. A beh avior contract m ay be im plem ented as needed.

***Students currently being serviced in th e ExceptionalCh ildren’s

Program willfollow th e discipline plan provided in th eir Individual

Education Plan.***

INCENTIVES

Students willbe excluded from extracurricular and incentive

activities for failing to m eet beh avioraland academ ic standards

establish ed by th e sch ooldistrict adm inistration. Th is includes:



sch ooldances, socials, PBIS nine week grading period events, and

oth er opportunities th at m ay arise. Listed below are criteria to

attend:

 Not m ore th an two days of In Sch oolSuspension in th e last 45

sch ooldays.

 No O ut of Sch oolSuspensions in th e preceding 45 sch ooldays.

 Not m ore th an 15 totalabsences for th e year.

 No m ore th an $10 debt to th e sch ool(for exam ple – lunch debt,

library debt, sch oolbook s or lock er debt, picture fees, etc.)

DANCE POLICY

 Not m ore th an one day of In Sch oolSuspension in th e preceding

45 sch ooldays.

 No O ut of Sch oolSuspensions in th e preceding 45 sch ooldays.

 Not m ore th an 15 totalabsences for th e year.

 No m ore th an $10 debt to th e sch ool(for exam ple – lunch debt,

library debt, sch oolbook s or lock er debt, picture fees, etc.)

 Beth elMiddle Sch oolwillnot be responsible for th e cost of

dresses, tuxedos, h air appointm ents etc.for students wh o

becom e ineligible to attend th e form aldance.

STUDENT TRANSPORTATION - BUSES

ESTABLISHED RULES

Riding th e sch oolbus is a privilege not a righ t.

In order to retain th e righ t to ride a bus, students m ust:

1.Always speak quietly on th e bus so th e driver willnot be distracted.

Th e driver needs to be able to h ear approach ing em ergency veh icles.

2.Never th row th ings on th e bus or out th e windows. Keep arm s, h ands

or h ead out of th e window. Keep th e aisles clear at alltim es. Feet

sh ould be directly in front of you on th e floor and book bags sh ould be

k ept on your lap.

3.Never play with th e em ergency exits. Large instrum ents or sports

equipm ent sh ould not block th e aisle or em ergency exits. If th ere is an

em ergency, listen to th e driver and follow instructions.

4.H ands sh ould be k ept to yourself at alltim es wh ile riding on th e bus.

Figh ting and pick ing on oth ers creates a dangerous bus ride.



5.Be on tim e for th e bus and wait for th e bus at th e designated stop.

(Be at th e stop 10 m inutes before your pick up tim e.)

6.Rem ain seated at alltim es.Do not get up untilth e bus h as arrived and

stopped at your stop.

7.Students are not allowed to consum e food or drink s on th e bus.

8.Possession or use of tobacco products, alcoh oland drugs are

forbidden.

9 .Th e use of profanity or obscene gestures willnot be tolerated.

10 .Never bring dangerous or proh ibited item s such as guns, k nives,

gasoline, car batteries, anim als, drink bottles, and projects to large to

be h eld on th e lap.

11.Never dam age or deface th e bus

12.Video cam eras h ave been installed on som e buses.

Students m ay be film ed wh ile on th e bus. Violations of th e Code of

Student Conduct or any beh avior, wh ich substantially distracts th e

driver and causes, or h as th e potentialto cause, a safety h az ard on

a m oving bus, m ay be th e basis for suspension from bus/sch ool

and/or expulsion from bus- riding privileges.

Th e bus driver willreport alloffenses of th e student transportation

rules to sch ooladm inistration. Any or allof th e following willbe

used to address violations to th e student transportation rules:

1. Conference with student and/or parent (W arning)

2. Assigned seats

3. Suspension from riding th e bus* (sh ort or long term )

*North Carolina law gives th e principalth e auth ority to suspend

students from riding th e bus sh ould th ey not follow bus rules. Th e

use of video cam eras m ay provide supportive inform ation concerning

bus m isconduct.



DRESS CODE FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS

Reference: Board Policy 4316

Th e m ain purpose for any type of dress code is to prevent

interference with th e learning process and provide a safe and secure

classroom .

Cloth ing m ust not be obscene, scanty, suggestive, unsanitary, and

unsafe or send negative m essages. No sh irts above th e waist in

length ; no plunging neck lines; straps on tops m ust be at least 1 1/2

inch wide; undergarm ent straps sh ould not be exposed; pants/sh orts

m ust sit at th e waist; no sh irts or tops with obscene com m ents are

to be worn. No sofee sh orts are allowed to be worn except during

PE class.No pajam a bottom s or tops. Allsh orts and sk irts m ust be

longer th an fingertips with arm s h anging by student’s side.

Pants/sh orts m ay only h ave open h oles at or below fingertip length .

H air styles th at are disruptive to th e learning environm ent m ay be

proh ibited.Principals willm ak e determ inations on a case- by- case

basis. No h ats or oth er h ead coverings are allowed in th e building.

No bandanas, bondage pants or ch ains attach ed to cloth ing are

allowed at any tim e.Leggings m ust h ave a sh irt or dress over th em

th at are at least fingertip length .

LOCKERS AND LOCKS

Lock s willbe rented during th e first week of sch oolfor a $3.0 0 fee.

Lock s willbe assigned by h om eroom teach ers.Lock ers are th e

property of Beth elMiddle Sch ooland as such , m ay be search ed by

sch oolofficials at any tim e with good reason.

STUDENT MEDICATION

Th e following procedures m ust be followed for students to tak e

m edication at sch ool.

1.Parents m ust furnish th e sch oolwith a signed ph ysician or

parentalrequest for adm inistering th e m edication (form s are

available in th e office).



2.Allm edication m ust be in th e originalcontainer with label.

3.Allm edication willbe k ept in a lock ed place in th e office.

4.Th e sch oolwillnot be h eld responsible wh en students refuse

to tak e m edication.

ATHLETIC POLICY

Students assigned in sch oolsuspension for 1 day willbe allowed to

practice or com pete with th eir team th at afternoon. Students

assigned in sch oolsuspension for m ultiple days willnot be allowed to

practice or com pete untilth e afternoon th e suspension is com pleted.

CONCUSSION and HEAD INJURY

Reference: Board Policy 4270/6145

Th e board recogniz es th at concussions and oth er h ead injuries m ay

be serious and potentially life th reatening and such injuries m ay

result in serious consequences later in life if m anaged im properly.

Th e board is com m itted to practices th at reduce th e potentialfor

sh ort- term or long- term effects from such injuries.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

Attention to academ ic standards is im portant, but equally im portant

are th e benefits of student involvem ent in extra- curricular

activities.Th e purposefulatm osph ere th at exists in a well- organiz ed

club or activity allows students to develop socialand leadersh ip roles

th at prepares th em in a way th at cannot be duplicated in a classroom

setting.

BMS is part of th e Blue Ridge Ath letic Conference and participates

in th e following sports: Bask etball, W restling, Volleyball, Softball,

Baseball, Golf, Soccer, Football, Ch eerleading, Cross Country, and

Track .

Severalclubs and organiz ations are conditionally available to

qualified BMS students.In past years BMS h as offered Student

Council, Beta Club, Sportsm an’s Club, Battle of th e Book s, Mak er



Space, Math Counts, Science O lym piad, O dyssey of th e Mind, and

Mum Club.Students are advised to pay carefulattention to

announcem ents to learn wh at clubs and organiz ations are available

and th e relevant criteria for joining.

Students wh o attend extra- curricular activities, wh eth er th ey are

socials, specialprogram s, or sporting events are expected to

conduct th em selves as ladies and gentlem en and to beh ave in

accordance with allth e rules and policies stated h erein.Im proper

conduct could result in loss of privilege to attend such activities.

During extra- curricular activities, students are not to be outside of

th e designated area untilth e activity h as concluded.Th e sch ool

ph one sh ould not be used to m ak e arrangem ents or gain perm ission

to attend extra- curricular activities.Th is sh ould be tak en care of at

h om e prior to th e event.Dates and h ours of activities willbe given in

advance.FOR SAFETY REASONS, STUDENTS SHOULD BE

PICKED UP IMMEDIATELY AFTER AN EVENT CONCLUDES.

Students m ust be in attendance for a m inim um of h alf th e sch ool

day (3 ½ h ours) in order to be eligible to participate in an extra-

curricular activity.

HEALTH EDUCATION

Reference: Board Policy 3540

In May of 19 9 6, th e State adopted a revised version of th e H ealth

curriculum for grades K- 9 , entitled Fram ework for H ealth fulLiving

Education. It com bines th e past H ealth curriculum , th e Alcoh oland

Drug curriculum and adds H ouse Bill834 (th e “abstinence” bill).

Students in grades 6- 8 willbe required to h ave a perm ission letter

signed before th ey can attend th e portion of th e classes pertaining

to puberty, abstinence, avoiding out- of- wedlock pregnancy and

sexually transm itted diseases. Th is letter willbe sent h om e a couple

of week s before th e actualinstruction.



As per State law, th is new curriculum is available for your review at

each sch ooland at th e Board of Education. Please callth e Central

O ffice at 456- 240 0 if you h ave any questions

FEES

Th ere are additionalfees for a few of th e encore classes to cover

supplies and m aterials used for th e course.Th is is an annualfee.

See below for a fee sch edule:

MusicalTh eater - - $10

Ch orus/Ch am ber Ch oir - - $10

Band - - $10

Art- - $10

Ath letic Insurance- - $15

AdditionalAth letic Fees - - - Am ount willvary depending on th e sport

REPORT CARDS AND GRADES

Report cards are issued at th e end of each nine week s of th e

sem ester. Th e officialgrade for th e sem ester (fallor spring) will

appear on th e report card given at th e end of th e second 9 - week s.

Th is is th e grade recorded on th e perm anent record. Report cards

are issued approxim ately five sch ooldays after th e close of each

nine week s. Progress reports willbe distributed m idway th rough th e

9 - week grading period.

Th e following grades willbe used to indicate progress:

A – SUPERIO R 10 0 - 9 0

B - ABO VE AVERAGE 89 - 80

C - AVERAGE 79 - 70

D - BELO W AVERAGE 69 - 60

F – UNSATISFACTO RY 59 - BELO W



Parent- Teach er conference days are sch eduled periodically

th rough out th e sch oolyear. Parents willbe notified of th ese dates.

H owever, parents m ay sch edule conferences at oth er tim es by

contacting th e guidance office.

State Mandated End- of- Grade Tests, CTE Post Assessm ents, and

North Carolina FinalExam s for m iddle sch oolcourses willcount as

20 % of th e course finalgrade.Additionally, End- of- Course Tests,

FinalExam s, and any oth er exam s associated with h igh sch oolcourse

credit willcount 20 % of th e course grade.





Student-Parent Handbook Signature Page

2015-2016

**Please sign and date th e lines below and tear th is page

out and return to sch ool**

By signing below, I state that I have read the Bethel
Middle School Student-Parent Handbook.

 My student and I fully understand the
expectations and procedures outlined in the
handbook.

 My student and I understand that this contract
serves as an initial parent contact of expected
behaviors and we understand the consequences
set forth in the Bethel Middle School Student-
Parent Handbook.

 I understand that I should check my student's
agenda book DAILY for assignment information
and important dates.

Parent
Signature__________________________Date_______

Student
Signature__________________________Date_______


