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Collaborating with teachers is one of my most important goals.  Everything I teach in the library relates back to what is being taught in each classroom.  Here are some of the details about what your child has been and will be learning during the Winter of 2013:
Kindergarten:  Every Wednesday, I have the opportunity to see each Kindergarten class on a rotating basis.  We read many stories based on topics they are learning about at the time.  We will start off by focusing on the theme of Winter and then move on to other topics such as weather (seasons), animal habits and needs, and we might even tackle maps using Google Earth.      
1st grade:  During December, we started to learn about the idea and process of research.  In Grades 1-2, I teach all students about how to research using the “Super 3” research process.  The steps of this process are:  Plan, Do, and Review.  Each student was paired up and given one Nocturnal Animal to research.  Animals ranged from the beaver to the skunk.  During January, we will finish our research and then present our research results.  Each pair will complete an oral presentation of the facts found during their research.  Next, we will move on to learning about Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and reading Biography books on his life.  
2nd grade:  This Winter, we will be participating in the 2013 North Carolina Children’s Book Award.   This award is given each year to one book based on the votes of children in NC.  There are twelve books on the ballot each year.  The books that appear on the ballot are also recommended by children in NC.  The NC Library Association counts the votes that are submitted and determines the winner – majority wins!  After reading each story, we will cover many topics such as, cause and effect shown in books and making predictions in the story.  We will even create a timeline after exploring what kinds of games/toys children played with over the centuries.  The winner will be announced in May 2013.

3rd grade:  Starting in 3rd grade, I begin to teach a more advanced research process called the “Big 6” (both the “Super 3” and the “Big 6” were created by Michael Eisenberg and Bob Berkowitz).  This research process gives students a logical approach to research and will help them become a successful researcher in their educational career.  In winter, we will be researching Famous People using Biographical resources such as, books, the Encyclopedia, and the Internet.  Once our research is complete we will be creating a video talking about our Famous Person so everyone in the class can learn about people who have impacted our lives and society in positive ways.

4th grade:  Before the holiday break, 4th graders used the “Big6” research process to research NC Native cultures.  During this project, we learned about the people who first settled in North Carolina from Prehistoric times to more modern Native American tribes based on the three NC regions.  The students learned about their types of government, language, food, shelter, and various cultural traditions.  This winter, we are starting to learn about Mythology.  The topic of Myths is a part of the new Common Core curriculum.  As we read popular myths, my goal is to introduce students to common phrases, characters, and names contained in Myths that we still hear today.   
5th grade:  We are in the midst of completing a “Big6” research unit on Colonial America.  This project should give 5th graders some great background knowledge of Colonial times before they are visited by Camp Flintlock, a group that will come to our school and show the students what it was like to live in the 18th century.  After this researching unit, we will move down the timeline of American history and research the causes of the American Revolution and the Colonist’s path to Independence.  Each student will research one event (like the Boston Tea Party) or an Act (like the Stamp Act) and explain its significance and implications.  The genre of Poetry will be our next venture.  We will be reading classic poets such as, Carl Sandburg, Emily Dickinson, Edgar Allen Poe, and Robert Frost.       
SAVE THE DATE:  Our Annual Winter Family Reading Night will be held on Thursday, January 30th from 5:15 to 7pm.  Special activities will be in the gym where parents can learn how to help their child at home in the area of literacy.  We will have special readers in the Library starting at 6pm – hot chocolate and cookies will also be served in the Library.  This Family Reading Night is being held in conjunction with Literacy Week at Hazelwood Elementary – January 27th to the 31st when we will be celebrating how much Hazelwood loves to read and also learn how to become better readers!  Ask your child about our Reading Olympics!
I welcome your comments.  Please email me at cclarke@haywood.k12.nc.us  

Happy Winter!  

Carol A. Clarke/School Library Media Coordinator

Hazelwood Elementary School

